have had none here these ten days. If they come, there shall be
nothing left undone that shall be thought meet to do with surety
to your Majesty's pieces.
Finally, it may please your Majesty to receive herein enclosed
my simple discourse concerning the attempting of the fortress,
and pardoning my folly, to accept my good intent. Beseeching
your Highness that this bearer may know I most humbly com-
mended his honest service here unto Your Majesty, and that Giles
may perceive your Highness taketh in good part his honest trav-
ail. Giles desireth your Highness to pardon this plat37 made in
haste, and promiseth to present your Majesty with another
shortly to the full perfection. He came hither for his own affairs,
but hath been stayed by me for this purpose.
And thus I pray God to preserve Your Most Excellent Majesty.
Your Majesty's most humble,
And obedient servant,
And subject,
H. Surrey.38
Although the more detailed explanation and plat of Surrey's
proposals to the King have been lost, this letter furnishes addi-
tional proof that Surrey, in spite of his love of action, was pru-
dent and cautious in military affairs. He could order and lead
headlong charges when the best strategy was boldness. Never-
theless, he sought to accomplish his object with the least possible
risk and cost, without unnecessarily exposing his men to danger.
The discretion and wisdom of Surrey's plans to force the
French back from Boulogne pleased his Majesty. His Lieuten-
ant at Boulogne was serving him well, he told his Privy Council.
But before the King could reply to Surrey's suggestions a "de-
feat and victory on both sides'* took place at Boulogne. This
changed the whole situation.
37 B.M., Cotton MS. Calig. E. ii, fol. 270, contains a plan, in mutilated condi-
tion, for defending Boulogne, said to be Surrey's, though not in his hand.
88 P.R.O., Fr. Corres., VI, i; printed by Nott, p. 191.